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Progress  and  Tolerance 


Every  man  who  wants  to  improve  our  present 
economic  system  has  to  face  opposition  from  three 
powerful  groups,  the  well-to-do,  the  ignorant,  and  the 
intolerant.  Just  as  the  great  land-owners  of  England, 
who  have  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  under  their 
control,  are  strenuously  fighting  the  proposals  for  Land 
Taxation  under  consideration  by  the  Liberal  Party 
there,  so,  in  every  country,  those  who  have  obtained 
more  than  their  share  of  this  world’s  goods  are  in¬ 
stantly  ready  to  attack,  and  destroy,  if  they  can, 
anyone  who  dares  to  suggest  a  change  in  the  system 
which  has  made  them  wealthy.  And,  although  our 
educational  system  teaches  children  to  read  and  write, 
no  effort  is  made  to  give  them  a  proper  understanding 
of  economic  questions,  with  the  result  that  the  great 
majority  of  people  are  almost  hopelessly  ignorant  in 
this  regard.  The  exhausting  nature  of  the  daily 
grind,  and  the  physical  and  mental  strain  involved  in 
gaining  a  livelihood  in  our  modern  competitive  in¬ 
dustrial  system,  do  not  permit  them  to  undertake  the 
study  of  economic  theories,  they  are  unable  to  under¬ 
stand  the  nature  of  any  remedies  proposed,  and  thus, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  they  constitute  a  for¬ 
midable  obstacle  in  the  path  of  progress  toward  better 
social  and  economic  conditions  for  themselves  and 
their  dependents.  The  most  discouraging  and  devas¬ 
tating  opposition  comes,  however,  from  those  to  whom 


the  sincere  idealist  has  every  right  to  look  for  encour¬ 
agement,  those  who  know  that  our  present  economic 
system  is  a  dismal  failure  if  its  results  are  measured 
in  terms  of  human  happiness  and  well-being,  but  who 
will  consider  no  scheme  but  their  own,  or,  more  often, 
have  no  solution  themselves,  but  take  a  cynical  de¬ 
light  in  demolishing  the  proposals  of  others.  Instead 
of  discussing  these  suggestions  in  an  atmosphere  of 
friendliness  and  good-will,  which  would  promote  the 
genesis  and  development  of  ideas,  they  dismiss  them 
with  cheap  wdt  or  bitter  sarcasm,  which  destroy 
both  the  impulse  towards  and  the  capacity  for  con¬ 
structive  thought. 

Despite  popular  beliefs,  progress  is  not  automatic; 
new  social  systems  are  not  handed  down  from  the 
skies,  nor  are  they  devised  in  the  brain  of  a  genius, 
and  brought  forth,  perfect  in  every  respect,  for  the 
use  of  men.  Surely  every  worker  who  gives  intelli¬ 
gent  consideration  to  the  matter  realizes  that  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  betterment  of  economic  conditions  must 
come  from  the  efforts,  not  of  the  well-to-do,  or  the 
ignorant,  or  the  intolerant,  but  of  the  comparatively 
few  men  who  are  willing,  often  after  a  hard  day’s 
work,  to  devote  time  and  energy  to  the  search  for 
saner  methods  of  producing  and  distributing  the  ne¬ 
cessities  and  the  luxuries  of  life.  Such  men  are  more 
precious  to  the  race  than  gold  or  jewels;  like  poets, 
they  are  born,  not  made,  but  they  can  be  unmade, 
and  every  time  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  humanity, 
wdio  wants  to  see  this  earth  become  a  fit  habitation 
for  human  beings,  and  mankind  a  happy  family,  is 
disheartened  by  intolerant  criticism,  the  world  suffers 
an  incalculable  loss,  which  is  the  more  deplorable  be¬ 
cause  it  is  unnecessary. 


We  need  never  be  afraid  that  an  economic  revolu¬ 
tion  will  take  place  over-night;  the  forces  on  the  side 
of  conservatism,  those  of  self-interest,  ignorance,  and 
intolerance,  are  always  very  much  stronger  than  the 
forces  that  make  for  progress  toward  a  new  social  and 
industrial  order.  Such  progress  must  be  made 
through  creative  evolution,  but  creation  requires,  in 
addition  to  knowledge  and  energy,  rare  gifts  of  in¬ 
sight,  enthusiasm  and  altruism;  we  should  therefore 
beware  of  discouraging,  even  by  thoughtless  comment, 
those  who  are  endeavouring  to  remould  the  world 
nearer  to  our  heart’s  desire,  since  it  is  upon  them,  to  a 
large  extent,  that  our  hopes  for  better  things  mfist  be 
based. — Editorial,  February  Issue  Canadian  Railroad 
Employees  Monthly . 


